APPENDIX D

GERSTLE RIVER EXPANSION AREA
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GERSTLE RIVER EXPANSION AREA
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING SUMMARY
RAB Meeting — April 8, 1998

The April 8, 1998 Gerstle River Expansion Area Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting
was held at Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Junction, Alaska at 6:07 p.m. The RAB Meeting
was scheduled based on feedback from the previous RAB Meeting held on February 11, 1997.

The meeting was advertised in the Delta Wind on April 2, 1998 and in the Fairbanks Daily
News Miner on April 5 and April 7, 1998. A public notice was also posted in several
locations within the community of Delta Junction. Copies of the advertisements and the poster
are included in Exhibit A.

Mr. Tim Webb, Community Co-chair for the RAB, presided over the meeting.
Representatives from the Delta Junction community, Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps), and Dames & Moore (contractor to the Corps) were in attendance. A copy of the
sign-in sheet for the meeting is included in Exhibit B. Meeting handouts are included in
Exhibit C.

Agenda items for the meeting included approving the agenda, approving meeting minutes from
the 2/11/97 RAB Meeting, confirming new RAB Members, approving RAB bylaws and
mission statement, BLM firefighting status, a presentation by Dave Jandt of the Borough of
Land Management, records review memorandum, presented by Bob Chivvis of the Corps of
Engineers, a complete viewing of the project video, and a review of current and future
activities related to the Gerstle River Expansion Area site investigation. Mr. Tommy Oldham
was confirmed as a new non-voting RAB member. Current RAB members are listed on the
current RAB Member Contact List included in Exhibit D. Meeting minutes from the April 8,
1998 RAB Meeting are located directly following this summary.
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DRAFT

Meeting Minutes

Gerstle River Expansion Area
Restoration Advisory Board Meeting
April 8, 1998, 6:00 p.m., Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Junction, Alaska

The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair.
Introductions and sign in

RAB Members Present Guests Present

Audrey Brown David Jandt (BLMAFS)
Bob Chivvis (COE) Tom McGuire (BLMAES)
Steve Dubois (ADF&G) Kim Morris (D&M)

Al Edgren (ADNR) Kristina Swanson (D&M)
Nat Good (not on sign-in sheet) Dave Westerman (COE)
Robert Layne (ADNR)

Irene Mead

Paul Miller

Thomas Miller

Tommy Oldham (new member)

Ronan Short (ADEC)

Tamie Webb

Tim Webb

Agenda Items (see attached)

1. Approve meeting agenda - Audrey Brown suggested adding the time and location of the
meetings to the header.

2. Approval of 2/11/97 Meeting Minutes - Audrey Brown would like specific comments to
include the speaker name and their status in the community. She cited two examples on the
meeting minutes that need to be clarified. Audrey Brown also requested the minutes to reflect
members present and guests starting with 2/11/98 meeting.

3. Confirm new RAB members — Tommy Oldham, Ft. Greely Fire Chief, was confirmed
by unanimous consent as a new non-voting member.

4. Approve RAB Bylaws and Mission Statement — Audrey Brown noted that the title for Section
VI had not yet been changed. “Rules of the RAB” needs to be changed to “Responsibilities and
Procedures of the RAB”.

Tom Miller requested that the mission statement be changed to “Environmental Restoration
Program”.
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Paul Miller suggested that on Page 5, Part D, a statement be added requiring RAB members to
submit all papers upon resignation. The majority did not agree. Audrey Brown recommended
stating that it is encouraged for resigning members to return their materials if they do not wish to
retain them.

Robert Layne proposed that in Section IV Composition, following “membership should consist of
COE...”, this statement be added, “and other members of the community and may include other
state and federal agency representatives.”

5. BLM Firefighting Status, Bob Chivvis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — Al Edgren spoke on
behalf of the state at the last meeting. A question was made in regards to BLM’s firefighting

policy. Bob Chivvis contacted BLM and asked Dave Jandt to attend the meeting and explain their
policy.

Dave Jandt explained that the no entry policy into the Gerstle River Test Site and Expansion
Area was based on the following items:

A. Federal Wildlands Policy - Firefighting safety is the #1 priority.

B. Instruction Memo (1994) from the Director — This prevents BLM from entering any
hazardous waste sites, specifically classified as a site in which past or present land use
conditions fall under CERCLA specifications. This is the category the Gerstle River Test Site
and Expansion Area belong to. Exceptions to this item include:

e The site must be officially designated as a no risk area and declared safe for state
personnel under EPA/State requirements.

e Entry personnel must be authorized and receive written permission to enter the site from
the State Director.

e The site must meet CFR requirements.

* No employee must be made to enter the site against his or her own will.

C. Perceived hazard — The letter BLM received implies that the state still questions whether or

not the site is safe. This assumption is based on:

e State of Alaska still determining the risk the site poses.

¢ DNR’s policy of not entering a 2000 meter radius around the site and the 1250 foot above
ground flight restriction placed on the area.

Dave Jandt proposed a few community actions that would help BLM to review its no entry

policy.

1) RAB needs to submit a formal request to the State Director of BLM and supply with it
information to justify changing the policy.

2) Defensible space - Talking to the homeowners at risk and placing displays to educate the
community will further heighten awareness.

3) Prescribed fire - BLM has funding assistance available for reducing hazards.

Nat Good asked if a controlled burn policy is in place at Fort Greely and Dave Jandt responded
no. He was not sure if prescribed fire would be appropriate for this area due to wildlife, but it

has significantly reduced hazard in other areas. Steve Dubois noted prescribed burning is a
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possibility and a policy may exist. Dave Jandt stated that BLM is certainly willing to entertain
idea of changing their policy but at certain times of the year, regardless of what efforts are
made, uncontrollable fire will occur and those are the ones you need to defend against. The
only way to fight them is controlled burning and clearing.

Audrey Brown noted her concern as to danger to surrounding structures and having to breathe
hazardous air. Tim Webb stated that in the past politics intervened, and if nothing is done, the
community will implement their own defense. Dave Jandt said politics are still a factor, but by
submitting a request with proper justification, BLM will keep an open mind.

Robert Layne asked if BLM had relayed any information to the state. Dave Jandt said yes in
1994 but the policy has remained unchanged.

Robert Layne noted that timber harvest is an additional issue and BLM needs an update of specific
areas of concern. Dave Jandt cautioned against too much optimism. The land is not yet certified
as being clear and BLM refuses the title to land at the test site and a portion of the expansion area.
Robert Layne stated that the state dropped its selection of the site for the same reasons of concern.
The files were reportedly destroyed by BLM.

Bob Chivvis asked if BLM could separate the Expansion Area from the Test Site. Dave Jandt
said they would revisit areas they receive new information.

Audrey Brown asked for clarification on controlled areas. Dave Jandt explained that burning
specific areas would help prevent future fires and significantly reduce hazard. Al Edgren thought
the area north of the highway should be cleared for agricultural use.

Robert Layne noted that through research it has become possible to identify specific areas of
concern within the 120 square mile area. He suggested that the COE redefine the areas
considered to have high level of potential concern based on their recent findings.

Dave Jandt reminded the group that BLM would continue to question safety on the remainder of
the site, unless the entire area received clearance. BLM wants justifiable proof or they can not
approve the request.

Robert Layne requested an updated definition of hazardous areas from the COE. Dave
Westerman noted the COE is in the process of redefining the area, but is waiting on the remainder
of the information. Dave Jandt noted that the COE data is important, but the request would be
much more powerful if placed by the RAB council. Audrey Brown suggested that board and
DNR petition to change the policy. Dave Jandt said the request needs to go to the State Director
of BLM (Scott Billing) and the Manager of AFS. Address for BLM is provided on the sign-in
sheet.

Nat Good asked if board will be requesting BLM to reduce perimeter of areas. Bob Chivvis
replied yes. The potential areas of hazard would only exist in the test site radius and may even be
narrowed down further depending on results from testing to be completed this summer. Dave
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Westerman noted that if the COE can prove the risk is not chemical, the radius size could be
reduced. Al Bdgren noted that most test sites require a buffer zone. Bob Chivvis asked what the
buffer requirements are for military sites. Dave Jandt replied a couple of miles. Dave
Westerman noted that the COE has gathered all the information on the locations of munitions for
the test girds and the sighting in areas would not require a buffer zone. Audrey Brown stated that
this is the type of information needed for the RAB to submit a request to BLM.

Al Edgren reiterated DNR policy. It has not been updated since 1994; sites need to be redefined
and a buffer included; on Sites 9 and 10 BLM will not enter a perimeter of 2000 feet or meters to
fight fires. Require clarification on the area size. Dave Westerman stated that one site requires a
large buffer zone and the other does not. Al Edgren clarified that if a fire is burning within a
buffer zone it will be fought.

Robert Layne stated that the new barrel pit would be an additional site. Dave Jandt noted that if
new problem areas continue to be detected, it would require BLM to decline the request. Robert
Layne clarified that there are only two sites containing possible hazard. The two potential pits are
underground and do not pose a threat to fire.

Al Edgren noted that the bison range is part of the low risk area. Dave Westerman informed the
group that the sites had been hydroaxed on the surface, but not into the ground. The sites should
be safe to walk on.

Al Edgren asked BLM what type of historical records they had on file for the site. Tom McGuire
responded that BLM has files of information and correspondence.

Audrey Brown made a motion for the RAB board to write a letter incorporating Dave Jandt’s
recommendations to attempt to change BLM’s application of their policy. She requested
assistance from Dave Westerman (COE) and DNR to provide the RAB board with the technical
information required to write the letter. Robert Layne requested that the COE write a letter
clarifying what they feel are areas of concern. Steve Dubois requested that the letter not only
include fire hazard information, but also soil evaluation data. Audrey Brown asked if two weeks
would be a reasonable time for the COE to provide letter. Bob Chivvis and Dave Westerman
agreed that two weeks would be a reasonable amount of time to gather the information and make
their recommendations. Dave Jandt reminded the COE to include prescribed bumning suggestions.
Bob Chivvis noted that the letter was needed as soon as possible and distributed to all RAB
members and DNR. The RAB board passed a motion to write the letter as a group.

6. Records Review Memorandum, Bob Chivvis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — Bob Chivvis
expects to have the draft done in three weeks. The draft will include a complete review of the all

record findings on the site and incorporate any new information found by the St. Louis District.
Robert Layne asked if the memo would include primary concerns (information on artillery testing)
or secondary concerns (problem areas on the remainder of the site). Bob Chivvis clarified that
only primary concerns will be included. Dave Westerman clarified that secondary information
probably does not exist on disposal pits because they were not documented. Robert Layne noted
the need for aerial photos.
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Nat Good asked if this signaled the end of further search for records. Bob Chivvis confirmed.
Paul Miller noted that a friend informed him that all records were sent to Sandia base, now
Los Alamos and all rounds were accounted for in the reports. Robert Layne concurred that the
record search should be stopped unless new information comes to light. Audrey Brown voiced
her concern that the community would feel uncomfortable recommending clean up options
when only the primary concerns were addressed in the record search. Robert Layne noted that
the state has interest in the secondary concerns. Dave Westerman noted that the COE
addressed primary and secondary concerns in their record search, but no information was
found on secondary. The COE has exhausted their options. Bob Chivvis assured the board
that the COE would continue to attempt to locate any leads on all activities at the site. St.
Louis is focusing on munition sites.

7. Project Video, Bob Chivvis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — The video included the history
of the site based on testing information available from the records. It was a 14-minute draft
version intended to allow the board to comment.

Audrey Brown asked to see the budget for the video and community relations. She also
commented that the film is misleading in stating that nerve gas contamination could not remain
today, thirty years after the fact. She noted that previous research shows that nerve gas
casings will decompose over time and pose hazardous risks.

Nat Good asked how many years the chemical testing occurred. Robert Layne responded from
1965-1967. Nat Good noted that the people interviewed on the video were only present on site
one year. It would be beneficial to interview personnel from all three years. Dave Westerman
noted that the guidelines for the military were the same the entire period. He is flying to Las
Vegas to speak with test officers from Site 10 that were present during the testing period.

Steve Dubois noted that the video implies that two of the four unaccounted rounds were recorded
as detonated. The status of the other two is unknown. He asked if it was possible to identify the
rounds from the remaining material on the site this many years after the fact. Bob Chivvis said
no; the COE only has data on two of the four as of now. The test officer in Las Vegas will
hopefully be able to provide information on the other two. Steve Dubois asked what actions
would be taken to narrow down the 2200 anomalies found previously on the site. Dave
Westerman responded that the previous data was collected in 1995 and the database for the
appearance of signatures was limited, but with three more years of experience the data can now
be re-analyzed to formulate more accurate conclusions. This summer the site will be re-tested
with an EM-61 magnometer (the same equipment as used previously) to narrow down the number
of anomalies. Bob Chivvis commented that the testing would be done on the munitions sites
encountered during the record search. Steve Dubois asked what would happen once the data is
narrowed down. Dave Westerman responded that the COE would most likely sample those areas.

Steve Dubois also asked for clarification to be given in the video that it applies to the
Expansion Area only and does not include the Test Site. The public will assume that the video
implies the entire area is safe for public use. Robert Layne suggested that a location map to
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reference areas would be helpful.

8. Current and Future Site Activities — Bob Chivvis reviewed handout provided by the COE.
Steve Dubois asked while performing the statistical sampling dig, what level of confidence the
BLM and COE requires. Bob Chivvis responded that the COE requires an extremely high level of
confidence but had not yet decided on an exact percentage. Huntsville Division may help in
making that determination since they have more experience with this type of work. The records
will also be a taken into consideration in making this decision.

Robert Layne expressed the state’s concern for any remaining drums. Dave Westerman
clarified that the burst site data taken from Site 8 (meteorological tower airgun tests) was used
to determine height of burst data for testing at Site 9 (dew point tests, explosives hung from
trees). Tom McGuire asked if static tests were accounted for on Sites 8 and 9. Dave
Westerman could not verify, but due to the nature of the testing the possibility existed that all
rounds were not accounted for.

Steve Dubois noted that the fence was down and the public is gaining access to the area. He
asked if the COE viewed the test site as a high-level risk area. Bob Chivvis noted that the COE
has not been investigating the test site directly. Dave Westerman noted that the Test Site is still
Army property and public access is not allowed. Jurisdiction of the area belongs to the Ft. Greely
Commander. Steve Dubois stated that access into the test site is an issue that needs to be
addressed by the board.

Bob Chivvis advised RAB board to write the Commander of Ft. Greely and attend the Ft. Greely
RAB meeting. Ron Short clarified that Ft. Greely RAB is for BRAC only. He recommended
contacting Colonel Brown at Ft. Richardson DPW Environmental Section or Doug Johnson in
charge of Environmental at Ft. Greely. Ron Short would like to have a clarification of Ft.
Greely’s position at the next RAB meeting. Representatives of the base have stated in the past
that they perceive no environmental risks at the Test Site and are willing to open the area to the
public. The pits are marked and information is available in the 105 Report. Robert Layne noted
that the information on the site is extremely conflicting.

Steve Dubois stated that as records are being examined for the Expansion Area, it would be
appropriate to determine if the information also applies to the Test Site. Bob Chivvis clarified
that the COE does not have the funds available to investigate the Test Site. The COE will
continue investigating for information, but will not be looking specifically on information on
the Test Site. Audrey Brown noted that she was not aware the scope of the project did not
include investigation of the Test Site. She noted again her desire to see a copy of the budget.
Steve Dubois requested that any information on the Test Site be added to the memorandum.
Bob Chivvis responded that the Test Site is Army property and any information gathered on
the area will be sent to the Army to use at their discretion. Tom McGuire requested inviting
Doug Johnson (Ft. Richardson Public Works) or a representative from the Ft. Greely DPW to
attend the next RAB meeting and express the board’s concern in regard to the Test Site.

Ron Short expressed his concern to performing a confirmation dig only if warranted. Audrey
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Brown requested clarification on who determines if they are warranted. Bob Chivvis explained
that the Alaska District would make the decision based on the geophysical data collected this
summer. Ron Short stressed that ADEC is strongly in favor of performing the confirmational
dig despite data results, if for no other reason then to confirm that the equipment results are
accurate. Audrey Brown asked if the COE has specific criteria to determine if a dig is
warranted. Nat Good asked if the RAB board would have any input on the decision. Bob
Chivvis explained that the data available now warrants performing a dig, but if the
geographical data changes significantly, it may not be necessary. Audrey Brown noted that if
the data were proven to be accurate, the community would have a higher level of confidence.
Steve Dubois requested that the RAB board receive a copy of the report containing the
geophysical data from 1995. Bob Chivvis responded that it might be possible to present
previous data at the next RAB meeting.

9. Date, Time, and Agenda Items for next RAB Meeting — _

Agenda items for the next meeting include:

Budget

1995 Geophysical Data

Test Site - Doug Johnson, Ft. Richardson Public Works
Records Review Memorandum

Current and Future Site Activities

It was decided that the next meeting would be held on May 27, 1998 at 6:00 p.m. at Delta
Junction City Hall.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:00 p.m.
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Gerstle River Expansion Area
- Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting
April 8, 1998, 6:00 p.m.

Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Junction, AK—

Meeting Agenda

1) Approve Draft Meeting Agenda

2) Approve February 11, 1998 RAB Meeting Minutes
3) Confirm new RAB members

4) Approve RAB Bylaws and Mission Statement

5) BLM Firefighting Status — Update from Corps

6) Records Review Memorandum — Update from Corps
7) Project Video

8) Current and Future Site Activities

9) Date, Time, and Agenda Items for next RAB Meeting



Gerstle River Expansion Area

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting
April 8, 1998

Since the last RAB meeting

Negotiated contract for further investigation this summer

Prepared written transcript of meeting with former test officials

Sent authorization for drum cleanup and investigation of waste areas to Division for approval

Prepared xerox copies of aerial photographs

Continued work on draft Records Review Memo, incorporating information from meeting with former
test officers

Contacted BLM concerning fire fighting policy

Prepared a video on the history of the Gerstle River Expansion Area

Continued the historical records research, trying to contact former test officer for Site 10

Continued efforts to declassify records

Future Activities

Records Review Memorandum by St. Louis District, Draft May 1, Final July 1

Summary of past site investigation activities by Alaska District Draft April 30, Final June 1
Refine geophysical data and compare with test records Draft June 15, Final July 15
Prepare Geophysical work plans Draft July 15, Draft Final August 15

Prepare Confirmation Dig work plan Draft July 15, Draft Final August 15

Perform additional geophysical work Late September

Confirmation dig (if warranted) October and only if no risk

Obtain approval for drum removal and investigation of other waste areas May 1

Remove drums and investigate other waste areas late summer
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GERSTLE RIVER EXPANSION AREA
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

The US. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) will be
holding a  Restoration
Advisory Board (RAB)
Meeting. for the Gerstle
River Expasnion Area. The
meeting is open to all
interested parties. Topics to be discussed include a review of minutes
from the last RAB meeting, confirmation of new RAB members, an update
on federal and state firefighting policies, and an update on current and
future activities planned at the site.

For mote information regarding this meeting, please contact:

Mr. Bob Chiwvis, RAB Agency Co-Chair Mr. Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair
U.S. Army Engineer District, Alaska OR " Delta Junction
(907) 753-5782 (907) 895-1024

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS MINER
APRIL 5, 1998




GERSTLE RIVER EXPANSION AREA
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

The US. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) will be
- holding a  Restoration
Adyvisory Board (RAB)
Meeting for 'the Gerstle
River Expasnion Area. The
meeting is open to all

interested parties. Topics fo be discussed include a review of minutes
- from the last RAB meeting, confirmation of new RAB members, an update
on federal and state firefighting policies, and an update on current and

future activities planned at the site.

For more information regarding this meeting, please contact:

Mr. Bob Chiwvis, RAB Agency Co-Chair
U.S. Army Engineer District, Alaska

(907) 753-5782

Mr. Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair
Delta Junction
(907) 895-1024

FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS MINER.

APRIL 7,
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PUBLIC MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT

Gerstle River
Expansion Area

RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING

Date: Wednesday, May 27th
Time: 6:00 pm |
Place: Delta Junctlon Clty Hall 1

The meeting will provide an update on the Corps of
Engineers investigation of a former military weapons
testing area to assure public safety.

For more information, please contact:

Mr. Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair
895-1024

- Or -
Mr. Bob Chivvis, RAB Agency Co-Chair
(907) 753-5782
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Memo

DAMES & MOORE

DAMES & MOOHE GROU# COMEANY

5600 B Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99518

Telephone - (907) 562-3366
Fax - (907) 562-1297

TO: Distribution

Gerstle River Restoration Advisory Board
FROM: Kimberly Morris
DATE: September 6, 1998

SUBJECT:  Appendix F, Restoration Advisory Board Summary Report

Please find enclosed an update to the Gerstle River Expansion Area, Restoration Advisory
Board Summary Report originally dated September 1997. The enclosed sections need to be
either replaced or inserted in your copy of the report. Changes to the report are summarized
below:

Appendix D Replace draft meeting notes on pages D-2 through D-8
with the final meeting notes enclosed

Appendix E Replace the draft meeting minutes on pages E-2 through
E-4 with the final meeting minutes enclosed

Appendix F Insert Appendix F behind Appendix E. Appendix F
contains information about the RAB meeting held on
July 22, 1998.

The bright pink pages contain instructions on updating your report and also divide each
section. Please follow the instructions on the pink pages for updating your report and discard
the pink pages when you have replaced or inserted the appropriate section.

If you have any questions, please call me at 562-3366 (within Anchorage) or 800-909-6787
(outside of Anchorage).



APPENDIX D

Please replace pages D-2 through D-8 of Appendix D

These pages contain the final 4/8/98 meeting minutes.



Meeting Minutes .

Gerstle River Expansion Area

Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

April 8, 1998, 6:00 p.m., Delta Junction City Hall, Delta Junction, Alaska

The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by Tim Webb, RAB Community Co-Chair.
Introductions and sign in

RAB Members Present Guests Present

Audrey Brown David Jandt (BLMAFS)
Bob Chivvis (COE) Tom McGuire (BLMAFS)
Steve Dubois (ADF&G) Kim Morris (D&M)

Al Edgren (ADNR) Kristina Swanson (D&M)
Nat Good (not on sign-in sheet) Dave Westerman (COE)
Robert Layne (ADNR)

Irene Mead

Paul Miller

Thomas Miller

Tommy Oldham (new member)

Ronan Short (ADEC)

Tamie Webb

Tim Webb

Agenda Items (see attached)

1. Approve meeting agenda - Audrey Brown suggested adding the time and location of the
meetings to the header.

2. Approval of 2/11/97 Meeting Minutes - Audrey Brown would like specific comments to
include the speaker name and their status in the community. She cited two examples on the
meeting minutes that need to be clarified. Audrey Brown also requested the minutes to reflect
members present and guests starting with 2/11/98 meeting.

3. Confirm new RAB members - Tommy Oldham, Ft. Greely Fire Chief, was confirmed
by unanimous consent as a new non-voting member.

4. Approve RAB Bylaws and Mission Statement — Audrey Brown noted that the title for Section
VI had not yet been changed. “Rules of the RAB” needs to be changed to “Responsibilities and
Procedures of the RAB”.

Tom Miller requested that the mission statement be changed to “Environmental Restoration
Program”.
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Paul Miller suggested that on Page 5, Part D, a statement be added requiring RAB members to
submit all papers upon resignation. The majority did not agree. Audrey Brown recommended
stating that it is encouraged for resigning members to return their materials if they do not wish to
retain them.

Robert Layne proposed that in Section IV Composition, following “membership should consist of
COE...”, this statement be added, “and other members of the community and may include other
state and federal agency representatives.”

5. BLM Firefighting Status, Bob Chivvis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Al Edgren spoke on
behalf of the state at the last meeting. A question was made in regards to BLM’s firefighting

policy. Bob Chivvis contacted BLM and asked Dave Jandt to attend the meeting and explain their
policy.

Dave Jandt explained that the no entry policy into the Gerstle River Test Site and Expansion
Area was based on the following items:

A. Federal Wildlands Policy - Firefighting safety is the #1 priority.

B. Instruction Memo (1994) from the Director — This prevents BLM from entering any
hazardous waste sites, specifically classified as a site in which past or present land use
conditions fall under CERCLA specifications. This is the category the Gerstle River Test Site
and Expansion Area belong to. Exceptions to this item include:

e The site must be officially designated as a no risk area and declared safe for state
personnel under EPA/State requirements.

e Entry personnel must be authorized and receive written permission to enter the site from
the State Director.

o The site must meet CFR requirements.

e No employee must be made to enter the site against his or her own will.

C. Perceived hazard - The letter BLM received implies that the state still questions whether or

not the site is safe. This assumption is based on:

e State of Alaska still determining the risk the site poses.

e DNR’s policy of not entering a 2000 meter radius around the site and the 1250 foot above
ground flight restriction placed on the area.

Dave Jandt proposed a few community actions that would help BLM to review its no entry

policy.

1) RAB needs to submit a formal request to the State Director of BLM and supply with it
information to justify changing the policy.

2) Defensible space - Talking to the homeowners at risk and placing displays to educate the
community will further heighten awareness.

3) Prescribed fire - BLM has funding assistance available for reducing hazards.

Nat Good asked if a controlled burn policy is in place at Fort Greely and Dave Jandt responded
no. He was not sure if prescribed fire would be appropriate for this area due to wildlife, but it
has significantly reduced hazard in other areas. Steve Dubois noted prescribed burning is a
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possibility and a policy may exist. Dave Jandt stated that BLM is certainly willing to entertain
idea of changing their policy but at certain times of the year, regardless of what efforts are
made, uncontrollable fire will occur and those are the ones you need to defend against. The
only way to fight them is controlled burning and clearing.

Audrey Brown noted her concern as to danger to surrounding structures and having to breathe
hazardous air. Tim Webb stated that in the past politics intervened, and if nothing is done, the
community will implement their own defense. Dave Jandt said politics are still a factor, but by
submitting a request with proper justification, BLM will keep an open mind.

Robert Layne asked if BLM had relayed any information to the state. Dave Jandt said yes in
1994 but the policy has remained unchanged.

Robert Layne noted that timber harvest is an additional issue and BLM needs an update of specific
areas of concern. Dave Jandt cautioned against too much optimism. The land is not yet certified
as being clear and BLM refuses the title to land at the test site and a portion of the expansion area.
Robert Layne stated that the state dropped its selection of the site for the same reasons of concern.
The files were reportedly destroyed by BLM.

Bob Chivvis asked if BLM could separate the Expansion Area from the Test Site. Dave Jandt
said they would revisit areas they receive new information.

Audrey Brown asked for clarification on controlled areas. Dave Jandt explained that burning
specific areas would help prevent future fires and significantly reduce hazard. Al Edgren thought
the area north of the highway should be cleared for agricultural use.

Robert Layne noted that through research it has become possible to identify specific areas of
concern within the 120 square mile area. He suggested that the COE redefine the areas
considered to have high level of potential concern based on their recent findings.

Dave Jandt reminded the group that BLM would continue to question safety on the remainder of
the site, unless the entire area received clearance. BLM wants justifiable proof or they can not
approve the request.

Robert Layne requested an updated definition of hazardous areas from the COE. Dave
Westerman noted the COE is in the process of redefining the area, but is waiting on the remainder
of the information. Dave Jandt noted that the COE data is important, but the request would be
much more powerful if placed by the RAB council. Audrey Brown suggested that board and
DNR petition to change the policy. Dave Jandt said the request needs to go to the State Director
of BLM (Scott Billing) and the Manager of AFS. Address for BLM is provided on the sign-in
sheet.

Nat Good asked if board will be requesting BLM to reduce perimeter of areas. Bob Chivvis
replied yes. The potential areas of hazard would only exist in the test site radius and may even be
narrowed down further depending on results from testing to be completed this summer. Dave
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Westerman noted that if the COE can prove the risk is not chemical, the radius size could be
reduced. Al Edgren noted that most test sites require a buffer zone. Bob Chivvis asked what the
buffer requirements are for military sites. Dave Jandt replied a couple of miles. Dave
Westerman noted that the COE has gathered all the information on the locations of munitions for
the test girds and the sighting in areas would not require a buffer zone. Audrey Brown stated that
this is the type of information needed for the RAB to submit a request to BLM.

Al Edgren reiterated DNR policy. It has not been updated since 1994; sites need to be redefined
and a buffer included; on Sites 9 and 10 BLM will not enter a perimeter of 2000 feet or meters to
fight fires. Require clarification on the area size. Dave Westerman stated that one site requires a
large buffer zone and the other does not. Al Edgren clarified that if a fire is burning within a
buffer zone it will be fought.

Robert Layne stated that the new barrel pit would be an additional site. Dave Jandt noted that if
new problem areas continue to be detected, it would require BLM to decline the request. Robert
Layne clarified that there are only two sites containing possible hazard. The two potential pits are
underground and do not pose a threat to fire.

Al Edgren noted that the bison range is part of the low risk area. Dave Westerman informed the
group that the sites had been hydroaxed on the surface, but not into the ground. The sites should
be safe to walk on.

Al Edgren asked BLM what type of historical records they had on file for the site. Tom McGuire
responded that BLM has files of information and correspondence.

Audrey Brown made a motion for the RAB board to write a letter incorporating Dave Jandt’s
recommendations to attempt to change BLM’s application of their policy. She requested
assistance from Dave Westerman (COE) and DNR to provide the RAB board with the technical
information required to write the letter. Robert Layne requested that the COE write a letter
clarifying what they feel are areas of concern. Steve Dubois requested that the letter not only
include fire hazard information, but also soil evaluation data. Audrey Brown asked if two weeks
would be a reasonable time for the COE to provide letter. Bob Chivvis and Dave Westerman
agreed that two weeks would be a reasonable amount of time to gather the information and make
their recommendations. Dave Jandt reminded the COE to include prescribed burning suggestions.
Bob Chivvis noted that the letter was needed as soon as possible and distributed to all RAB
members and DNR. The RAB board passed a motion to write the letter as a group.

6. Records Review Memorandum, Bob Chivvis, U.S. Army Coms of Engi eers — Bob Chivvis
expects to have the draft done in three weeks. The draft will include a complete review of the all
record findings on the site and incorporate any new information found by the St. Louis District.
Robert Layne asked if the memo would include primary concerns (information on artillery testing)
or secondary concemns (problem areas on the remainder of the site). Bob Chivvis clarified that
only primary concerns will be included. Dave Westerman clarified that secondary information
probably does not exist on disposal pits because they were not documented. Robert Layne noted
the need for aerial photos.
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Nat Good asked if this signaled the end of further search for records. Bob Chivvis confirmed.
Paul Miller noted that a friend informed him that all records were sent to Sandia base, now
Los Alamos and all rounds were accounted for in the reports. Robert Layne concurred that the
record search should be stopped unless new information comes to light. Audrey Brown voiced
her concern that the community would feel uncomfortable recommending clean up options
when only the primary concerns were addressed in the record search. Robert Layne noted that
the state has interest in the secondary concerns. Dave Westerman noted that the COE
addressed primary and secondary concerns in their record search, but no information was
found on secondary. The COE has exhausted their options. Bob Chivvis assured the board
that the COE would continue to attempt to locate any leads on all activities at the site. St.
Louis is focusing on munition sites.

7. Project Video, Bob Chivvis, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — The video included the history
of the site based on testing information available from the records. It was a 14-minute draft

version intended to allow the board to comment.

Audrey Brown asked to see the budget for the video and community relations. She also
commented that the film is misleading in stating that nerve gas contamination could not remain
today, thirty years after the fact. She noted that previous research shows that nerve gas
casings will decompose over time and pose hazardous risks.

Nat Good asked how many years the chemical testing occurred. Robert Layne responded from
1965-1967. Nat Good noted that the people interviewed on the video were only present on site
one year. It would be beneficial to interview personnel from all three years. Dave Westerman
noted that the guidelines for the military were the same the entire period. He is flying to Las
Vegas to speak with test officers from Site 10 that were present during the testing period.

Steve Dubois noted that the video implies that two of the four unaccounted rounds were recorded
as detonated. The status of the other two is unknown. He asked if it was possible to identify the
rounds from the remaining material on the site this many years after the fact. Bob Chivvis said
no; the COE only has data on two of the four as of now. The test officer in Las Vegas will
hopefully be able to provide information on the other two. Steve Dubois asked what actions
would be taken to narrow down the 2200 anomalies found previously on the site. Dave
Westerman responded that the previous data was collected in 1995 and the database for the
appearance of signatures was limited, but with three more years of experience the data can now
be re-analyzed to formulate more accurate conclusions. This summer the site will be re-tested
with an EM-61 magnometer (the same equipment as used previously) to narrow down the number
of anomalies. Bob Chivvis commented that the testing would be done on the munitions sites
encountered during the record search. Steve Dubois asked what would happen once the data is
narrowed down. Dave Westerman responded that the COE would most likely sample those areas.

Steve Dubois also asked for clarification to be given in the video that it applies to the
Expansion Area only and does not include the Test Site. The public will assume that the video
implies the entire area is safe for public use. Robert Layne suggested that a location map to
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reference areas would be helpful.

8. Current and Future Site Activities — Bob Chivvis reviewed handout provided by the COE.
Steve Dubois asked while performing the statistical sampling dig, what level of confidence the
BLM and COE requires. Bob Chivvis responded that the COE requires an extremely high level of
confidence but had not yet decided on an exact percentage. Huntsville Division may help in
making that determination since they have more experience with this type of work. The records
will also be a taken into consideration in making this decision.

Robert Layne expressed the state’s concern for any remaining drums. Dave Westerman
clarified that the burst site data taken from Site 8 (meteorological tower airgun tests) was used
to determine height of burst data for testing at Site 9 (dew point tests, explosives hung from
trees). Tom McGuire asked if static tests were accounted for on Sites 8 and 9. Dave
Westerman could not verify, but due to the nature of the testing the possibility existed that all
rounds were not accounted for.

Steve Dubois noted that the fence was down and the public is gaining access to the area. He
asked if the COE viewed the test site as a high-level risk area. Bob Chivvis noted that the COE
has not been investigating the test site directly. Dave Westerman noted that the Test Site is still
Army property and public access is not allowed. Jurisdiction of the area belongs to the Ft. Greely
Commander. Steve Dubois stated that access into the test site is an issue that needs to be
addressed by the board.

Bob Chivvis advised RAB board to write the Commander of Ft. Greely and attend the Ft. Greely
RAB meeting. Ron Short clarified that Ft. Greely RAB is for BRAC only. He recommended
contacting Colonel Brown at Ft. Richardson DPW Environmental Section or Doug Johnson in
charge of Environmental at Ft. Greely. Ron Short would like to have a clarification of Ft.
Greely’s position at the next RAB meeting. Representatives of the base have stated in the past
that they perceive no environmental risks at the Test Site and are willing to open the area to the
public. The pits are marked and information is available in the 105 Report. Robert Layne noted
that the information on the site is extremely conflicting.

Steve Dubois stated that as records are being examined for the Expansion Area, it would be
appropriate to determine if the information also applies to the Test Site. Bob Chivvis clarified
that the COE does not have the funds available to investigate the Test Site. The COE will
continue investigating for information, but will not be looking specifically on information on
the Test Site. Audrey Brown noted that she was not aware the scope of the project did not
include investigation of the Test Site. She noted again her desire to see a copy of the budget.
Steve Dubois requested that any information on the Test Site be added to the memorandum.
Bob Chivvis responded that the Test Site is Army property and any information gathered on
the area will be sent to the Army to use at their discretion. Tom McGuire requested inviting
Doug Johnson (Ft. Richardson Public Works) or a representative from the Ft. Greely DPW to
attend the next RAB meeting and express the board’s concern in regard to the Test Site.

Ron Short expressed his concern to performing a confirmation dig only if warranted. Audrey
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Brown requested clarification on who determines if they are warranted. Bob Chivvis explained
that the Alaska District would make the decision based on the geophysical data collected this
summer. Ron Short stressed that ADEC is strongly in favor of performing the confirmational
dig despite data results, if for no other reason then to confirm that the equipment results are
accurate. Audrey Brown asked if the COE has specific criteria to determine if a dig is
warranted. Nat Good asked if the RAB board would have any input on the decision. Bob
Chivvis explained that the data available now warrants performing a dig, but if the
geographical data changes significantly, it may not be necessary. Audrey Brown noted that if
the data were proven to be accurate, the community would have a higher level of confidence.
Steve Dubois requested that the RAB board receive a copy of the report containing the
geophysical data from 1995. Bob Chivvis responded that it might be possible to present
previous data at the next RAB meeting.

9. Date, Time, and Agenda Items for next RAB Meeting — _

Agenda items for the next meeting include:

Budget

1995 Geophysical Data

Test Site - Doug Johnson, Ft. Richardson Public Works
Records Review Memorandum

Current and Future Site Activities

It was decided that the next meeting would be held on May 27, 1998 at 6:00 p.m. at Delta
Junction City Hall.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:00 p.m.
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